Marshall-Brennan 

Constitutional Literacy Project

2009-10 Application Requirements

The application process to be a Marshall-Brennan Fellow for the 2009-2010 school year involves the following steps:

► 1) Complete and submit information form to start the process; e-mail    the form to craj@law.howard.edu or deliver it to Prof. Claire Raj in Notre Dame, Room G-15. 
(This step initiates the application process for you, and after submitting this form, please immediately request a school guest-teaching visit, which is #4 below)


► 2) Submit one-page cover letter explaining your interest.


► 3) Submit a current resume.

(These forms can be submitted with the information form or separately, but must be submitted by March 2, 2009.)


► 4) Request a school visit at marshallbrennan@gmail.com and then guest teach in the Marshall-Brennan class to which you are assigned. You may choose to do this with a partner or on your own.

(This request takes some time to coordinate, so if you delay, we may not be able to accommodate you and your application will be incomplete. All guest teaching must be completed by March 13, 2009.)


► 5) Submit an evaluation report on your school visit. One report per applicant; if you co-taught, you must submit separate reports.

► 6) Have an interview with Prof. Steve Wermiel (WCL) and Claire Raj.


(Interviews and all steps in the application process must be completed by March 18.)
MARSHALL-BRENNAN CONSTITUTIONAL LITERACY PROJECT

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the Marshall-Brennan Constitutional Literacy Project?
A: The Marshall-Brennan Constitutional Literacy Project at WCL, now in its tenth year, sends upper-level law students to teach two different curricula in Washington, DC-area public and public charter high schools. The two courses are the “We the Students” constitutional rights and responsibilities curriculum and the “Youth Justice” juvenile justice curriculum.

Q: How often will I have to teach in the program and how much time is involved?
A: Most classes meet five days a week, but you will be assigned to teams so that you will only have to teach 3 days per week.  You will probably spend a few hours before each class preparing lessons in the beginning.  As you become more comfortable in the classroom, you will need less prep time.  In addition, there is a weekly seminar that you must attend. Transportation to and from the schools also takes time, as the schools are all over D.C., and some are not Metro accessible. Overall, the commitment can be between 15 and 20 hours per week at the outset and then less as you become more comfortable with the new role.

Q: Are the fellows supervised by a main teacher?

A: Unlike most teaching programs where law students are only permitted to serve as supplemental teachers a couple of days a week, Marshall-Brennan Fellows are responsible for developing lesson plans, assigning grades, keeping attendance, and are in essence, the teachers of their own classes. Some classes have cooperating teachers, some do not.

Q: Will there be another teacher in the classroom?

A: There are only 4 or 5 classes out of about 14 where there is a teacher directly assigned to the room.  In some instances, the teacher whose class is being used for the “We the Students” course will remain in the room, but in most cases s/he will be doing his/her work and not involved.  

Q: Will there be only one fellow teaching each course?

A: No.  All Marshall-Brennan Fellows teach in pairs.  Fellows are responsible for choosing their partner.  Both fellows are expected to be in class every day and are not permitted to switch off days.  With law school and other commitments, team-teaching alleviates some of the stress and responsibility of teaching solo and provides flexibility in the classroom for handling different needs of your students.

Q. Is there any training or supervision?

A. There is a 2-day mandatory orientation on August 21 and 22. There is also a required weekly seminar on Wednesdays from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m., taught for the entire academic year. There are other resources and forms of support as well.

Q: What do the fellows teach?  

A: The fellows teach from the We the Students: Supreme Court Cases For and About Students or the Youth Justice in America casebooks. Both are accompanied by a teaching manual which includes a breakdown of chapters, quizzes and other exercises.  The program also:  provides college preparatory materials and readings on the importance of voting; has all students compete in a moot court in fall or spring; and invites all students to take part in poetry, creative arts, t-shirt design and essay competitions.  
Q: Are all schools the same?
A: No.  D.C. public schools, public charter schools, and Montgomery County public schools are all very different.  The program teaches the entire spectrum – from freshmen to adults, from low achieving to AP students, from schools as small as 80 students to schools as large as 1400 students.  Most D.C. students are minorities. Some schools are comprised of 100% minority students.. 

Q: At which schools do the Marshall-Brennan Fellows teach?
A: Although the list changes from year to year, in this current year we have had fellows at the following schools: Ballou, Bell, Cardozo, Cesar Chavez, Dunbar, Eastern, Duke Ellington, Paul, Roosevelt, School Without Walls, Wilson, and Kennedy (in Maryland).  

Q: Am I responsible for my own transportation?
A: Yes.  The Marshall-Brennan project tries to provide a small transportation stipend to alleviate the costs, but it is not guaranteed and changes from year to year.  Some schools are not Metro accessible. We cannot guarantee that everyone who does not have a car will be placed at a Metro accessible school. If you do not have a vehicle, that may make participation more difficult and add to your time commitment.

Q: Will I have a life on top of Marshall-Brennan?
A. Yes.  Although it does take time to prepare to teach, many fellows are involved in a variety of law school and extra-curricular activities.  Many fellows are also on one of the four journals at WCL, compete on moot court teams, work as dean’s fellows for professors, work outside of the law school, have families at home, and participate in many other activities.

Q: How do I apply?

A. Application requires a cover letter, resume, personal info sheet, visit to a school arranged for you by the program to guest-teach for 20 minutes, and an interview with Prof. Claire Raj and Prof. Steve Wermiel who runs the program at American. The application process is now underway and the paperwork and request to visit a school must generally be completed by March 2 which is the deadline for applying. While selection is competitive, we try to accommodate students who demonstrate their sincere interest in and commitment to the program.  There is a cap of 8 Howard students for this program.
For more information, contact:

Claire Raj
Notre-Dame, Room G-15  202-806-8119   craj@law.howard.edu
INFORMATION FORM FOR MARSHALL-BRENNAN FELLOW APPLICANTS  FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2009-2010

Directions: Filling out and returning this worksheet is the first step in the multi-part application process.  If you are interested in applying to be a Marshall-Brennan Fellow, you must return this information form by email to craj@law.howard.edu or to Claire Raj, Notre-Dame Room G-15, as soon as possible, and then schedule your school visit. 

Name:_____________________________________________________________________

Address:____________________________________________________________________

Telephone:_______________   Cell/emergency number:_______________

Preferred Email Address:____________________________________________________

Social Security Number:________________________     Class Year:  ​​​​​​​​​​​___________________
Date of Birth:_______________________

Do you have a car now?      Yes / No        Will you have a car next year?    Yes / No / Maybe

Do you live near the Metro?  Yes / No       Will you live near a Metro next year?  Yes/ No / Maybe

If so, what Metro stop?____________

If you have a teaching partner in mind for next year, who is it? ___________________________

Have you discussed the possibility of teaching together with this person?____________________

Do you have a preference for the school at which you’d like to teach? ____________________

If you know of your ideal class size, please describe (size, student achievement level, grade level, 

etc.)  If you’re not sure yet, just leave blank​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​ _________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Information can be updated anytime.  Please email changes to craj@law.howard.edu
If you have any questions, feel free to contact Prof. Raj – email: craj@law.howard.edu, or (202) 806-8119, Notre-Dame, G-15.
MARSHALL-BRENNAN CONSTITUTIONAL LITERACY PROGRAM

CLASS VISIT FORM 

for 2009-2010 applicants

Name ______________________  

Date and time of visit ________________________
School _______________________

Marshall-Brennan Fellows ____________________









          ____________________

Your Constitutional Law Professor _________________

1.
What did you teach?

2.
How did you prepare for class?

3.
Please describe the experience.  What did you enjoy?  What was the biggest challenge?  What surprised you? 

4.
Based on your experience in the classroom, what, if anything, would you do differently to improve your teaching?
5.
Did you teach with a partner? Who? Did you choose this partner? Would you envision working with the person with whom you taught?
Marshall-Brennan Calendar and Application Deadlines
For the 2009-2010 Academic Year
Before you embark on a classroom visit…

· Pair up – it would be helpful to pick a partner, if you can, so you can visit together as a team. Talk over your ideas about teaching and your goals for the program.

· Consider where you would like to teach. 

Keep in mind that students range from high to low-achieving, poverty-level to affluent, freshman to seniors, and it would be helpful to know the population you are interested in working with before scheduling a visit.  This is not to say that everyone will be placed in their first choice, but we will do our best to accommodate your request.  We recognize that many of you will request high schools located close to the law school, however, it is impossible to accommodate a large number of potential fellows at this small number of schools.  Please be aware that most of you will be asked to visit schools that require some traveling time.  This is done on a first come first serve basis.       

· Contact marshallbrennan@gmail.com to discuss and approve your visit.  Please include in the subject line an indication that you are requesting to practice teach.  We will provide you the names and email addresses of the fellows at the schools you are assigned to practice teach.  It is your job to get in contact with them and arrange your visit.  

· Contact Fellows (who teach at the school you and your partner are assigned to visit)

During your visit, you will be expected to speak to the students, by either creating and executing a lesson plan (which you can develop with the M-B Fellows whose class you are visiting) or through informal discussions ranging in topic from legal issues to current affairs (this is up to you, your partner and the Fellows).  

We will answer questions regarding schools to help you pick the type of placement that is right for you.  We will try to schedule a visit to the school where, if you are selected, you will be teaching in the fall.  Keep in mind that some schools do not finalize class schedules until the end of August. 

Interview dates and times will be posted in March outside of the main clinic office, G-18, Notre-Dame.  All students who submitted applications will receive an email reminder asking them to sign up for an interview slot.
In order to interview…

· You must first complete your class visit

Important Dates
Monday, March 2, 2009

    Marshall-Brennan Application due by 5:00 p.m. in Notre

Dame, G-15 or by email to craj@law.howard.edu
(Interviews will only be conducted after application submission)

Friday, March 20, 2009
2009-2010 Marshall-Brennan Fellows are announced

Thursday, March 26, 2009

       Marshall-Brennan Commitment Letters due

Thursday, April 2, 2009
Marshall-Brennan Reception and Informational Meeting for                          Accepted Applicants

Wednesdays, 4:00 – 6:00p.m.
Your 2009-2010 academic year schedule must allow for attendance at the weekly Marshall Brennan Seminar that takes place at American on Wednesdays from 4:00 – 6:00p.m.
