Howard Omnibus Public Interest Fellowship Funding Application

and Information Sheet
Summer 2008 Application

Your Name: _______________________________________________
Year:_____________________________________________________
Email: ____________________________________________________
Cell Phone: ________________________________________________

FELLOWSHIPS AVAILABLE:
Please check all fellowships for which you wish to be considered:

1Ls only:

__   Sonnenchein Fellowship - $4000
Beginning in the summer of 2006, the law firm of Sonnenschein Nath & Rosenthal will fund two Howard Law students to work in the public sector through its Sonnenschein Scholars program.  This funding is available for a job in any city in which the firm has offices:  New York, Short Hills, New Jersey, West Palm Beach, Florida, Washington, D.C., Chicago, St. Louis, Kansas City Missouri, Los Angeles, San Francisco, and Phoenix.  Students applying for this grant should also include a short statement discussing his or her past involvement in public service, and stating in which areas of public service he or she is interested and the reasons for that interest.  Students who have not yet secured summer employment will be considered.  The 2006 Scholars worked at the County Counsel’s Office in Orange County, California and with the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District of Columbia.   Application Deadline: January 28, 2008.
2Ls Only:

___  Crowell and Moring Public Interest Fellowships 
The Washington, DC Law firm of Crowell and Moring sponsors at least two Howard second year students to work on projects with non-profit organizations in the city.  The first fellowship is with the Affordable Housing Initiative with the Washington Legal Clinic for the Homeless.  The second fellowship is with one of Crowell and Moring’s many pro bono partners here in Washington.  Application Deadline:  January 16, 2008.
All 1ls and 2Ls

​​​___  Dean’s Public Interest Fellowship - $3000 -$5000 (Funding Varies)
Each year, the Dean offers 3-5 Fellowship Awards to HUSL students who are pursuing public interest opportunities over the summer.  This award is open to first and second year students in good standing at the law school.  Application Deadline:  March 28, 2008.
___  HPILS Public Interest Auction Fellowship Award – (Funding Varies)
Each spring the Howard Public Interest Law Society holds a reception and auction to raise funds. In 2007, the Auction Fellowship Committee was able to grant funding to a number of students. Awards from the 2007 auction ranged from $1500 – $4000. Application Deadline: March 28, 2008.
Applicants should apply directly to the grant making institutions for the following 1L fellowships:
Howrey HELPS Fellowship - $4000
Each summer, the Washington, DC office of Howrey Simon Arnold & White, LLP, through its Howrey Externs for Legal Pro bono Service (HELPS), awards a grant of $4000 to one first year Howard University Law School student to work full-time (at least ten weeks) at the Archdiocesan Legal Network. The Archdiocesan Legal Network (“ALN”) provides intake for indigent and low-income residents of Washington, DC and Maryland who have civil legal problems in areas such as family law, landlord-tenant, public benefits, and consumer debt.  The ALN places these cases with their network of volunteer attorneys, who provide pro bono legal representation.  The Archdiocesan Legal Network also provides civil law education seminars for the community on topics such as family law.  Interns for the ALN will coordinate the intake and assist in screening clients, participate in outreach to the volunteer law firms, and assist the Director with special projects. See www.howrey.com and contact the firm for more information.
Equal Justice America Fellowship - $3500
Howard first year students are eligible for one of two $3500 fellowships offered by Virginia-based Equal Justice America.  To apply for the awards, sponsored by the Washington, DC offices of Dewey Ballantine and Vinson and Elkins, students must work for an organization that provides direct civil legal services for low-income residents of Washington, DC.

FYI
In past years, students have received funding to work at a vast array of Public Interest organizations.  Students search for and obtain these valuable positions on their own, and apply for funding.  A representative listing of placements for which students have received funding in the past is set forth below for your information:
House of Ruth or Marjorie Cook Domestic Violence Legal Clinic

Equal Rights Center

NAACP LDF

Office of Georgia Capital Defender

ACLU, Voting Rights Project

American Bar Association Center for Children and the Law

Archdiocesan Legal Network

Atlanta Legal Aid Society

Neighborhood Legal Services

ACLU, New Mexico

Public Defender Service for the District of Columbia

US Attorneys Office for the District of Columbia
Office of County Counsel, Orange County, California
2008 HOWARD PUBLIC INTEREST LAW FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM
APPLICATION FORM
Name:_______________________________________________________________________

Last



First



Middle

Mailing Address:  _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
Home Tel. No.: _______________________________________________________________

Student Classification:       (   )  1L                                   (   )  2L                                 (   )  3L

Student ID Number: ____________________________________________________________

E-mail Address: _______________________________________________________________
Summer Job:  _________________________________________________________________
Please attach the following (your application is not complete unless all items are received):
1. 
This Application Form

2. 
Resume

3.  
Two Reference Letters from a past or current public interest supervisor (paid or unpaid
    
 position), a professor, or other person who is familiar with your dedication to public interest. 
    
(Submit with your application.  The letter may be enclosed in a sealed envelope at the 
   
discretion of the person providing the reference).

4.
Offer letter, acceptance email, position title and type of work performed by the organization for which you will be employed in Summer 2008.
5.         A separately typed document, not to exceed two doubled-spaced typed pages, on which you 
      
respond to the following:

Demonstration of Serious Interest in Public Interest Law Work:  Describe your interest and commitment to public interest/public service.  Please include a discussion of any past summer or other employment (legal or non-legal), voluntary positions, courses taken, paper written, student activities and other experiences that motivated you to be interested in public interest law.

Short and Long-term Goals: What are your short and long-term goals?  What communities and/or constituencies do you hope to serve with your legal education?  Why?  How will your education at Howard University School of Law help you to fulfill your goals?
I certify that the facts set forth in this application are true and complete to the best of my knowledge.  I understand that falsified statements and significant omissions shall be sufficient cause for the denial and revocation of a Fellowship, are reportable to Bar authorities and maybe a violation of the Honor Code.
Signature: _________________________________
Date: _________________________
Revised 1/14/08
Additional Information on Dean’s Public Interest Law Fellowship

Purpose:

To recognize students who have demonstrated dedication to and exceptional promise for leadership in public interest law, the Dean of Howard University School of Law has established the Dean’s Public Interest Law Fellowship.  You are invited to apply for this Fellowship Program by completing the application that is available in the law school’s Office of Student Affairs and Clinical Law Center.

Awards:
First or Second Year Student


$3-5,000 Stipend for qualifying full-time work during the summer at a public interest organization in the United States or abroad.

(Qualifying employment is full-time, non-paying work that makes direct use of a legal education in the public interest or public service sectors, or in legal services for the poor.  Public interest work means work for an entity whose mission is the advancement of a vision of the public good that is broader than the interest of particular clients; such entities will normally be non-profit organizations.  Public service means employment by a governmental agency.  Legal services for the poor will ordinarily mean work for a non-profit organization providing legal services to a specifically defined, low-income population, but may include private practice where the practice is limited to clients comparable to those served by government-supported and non-profit legal services organizations.  The Law School will determine whether a particular job meets these qualifications.  A Fellow must work at least ten weeks and can work for only one organization during the summer.  A split summer is not permissible).
Eligibility and Qualifications:

The Fellowships are available to continuing law students at Howard who are in good standing.  Applicants must demonstrate a commitment to equal justice and equal opportunity for all.  Applicants should be dedicated to the deployment of innovative legal strategies (including non-litigation strategies) in addressing entrenched discrimination based on race, economics, national origin, or gender, political disparities, unfair treatment or other institutional or individual injustices.

Application and Selection:

First and second year law students will be selected as Fellows by a committee approved by the Dean.  Applications and supporting documentation must be submitted to the Student Affairs Office or Clinical Law Center, Howard University School of Law, 2900 Van Ness Street, Washington, D.C. (Due dates are indicated and publicized on the Omnibus Application and Information Sheet).  Applications and supporting documents may be hand-delivered, Federal Expressed, mailed or faxed, but NOT e-mailed.  Fellowship applicants will be notified in writing in early to mid April 2008.
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