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African American Citizenship Project
Oxford University Press — estimated publication date February 2008

Edited by Henry Louis Gates, Jr. and Claude Steele, this interdisciplinary collection of essays examines African
American citizenship from Emancipation to the present. The specific subject of my chapter is legal citizenship. |
consider the impact of the Reconstruction Amendments on the relationships between citizens and governments, as
well as between the legislature, the executive, and the judiciary. What remained constant throughout the more than
140 years covered was not only the disconnect between the promises and the realities of black personhood and
citizenship, but also the efforts of blacks to assert their citizenship in terms that often challenged the limited meaning
of personhood and citizenship as a matter of law.
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